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▪ Defensively positioned,
underweight in equities and credit;
maximum allocation to cash.

▪ Despite appreciation, dollar
remains key safe haven. Higher
terminal rates, stubborn inflation
and weak sentiment still support
the dollar strength.

▪ Within credit, we prefer IG for
its higher quality, defensive
characteristics.

▪ Remaining cautious on China
assets given the uncertain growth
outlook. Neutral on EM equities
overall.

▪ However, we are more positive
on other parts of EM equities,
especially Latin America.

▪ China’s weak growth is putting
pressure on EMD, which along
with the strong dollar leads us to
be underweight.

▪ Neutral on UK equities - while the 
outlook looks grim, the FTSE 100 is 
cheap and is positively correlated 
with commodity prices. Recent 
volatility in the wake of UK fiscal 
policy will be important to monitor
over the coming months.

▪ Underweight European equities, 
as earnings will deteriorate further
even with fiscal support 
for consumers.

▪	 We prefer the safety of US equities
where data has been more 
resilient.

▪	 Equity volatility likely to remain 
high due given policy volatility, 
geopolitics, inflation, central bank 
hawkishness and high chances of a 
recession.

▪	 Earnings were relatively robust in
Q2. However, inflation and dollar 
strength may be masking the real 
earnings picture. Some parts of the
economy appear to be running hot 
and others cracking. Very careful 
selection is key.

▪ We remain cautious on Chinese 
equities, given the zero-Covid policy
impact, policy uncertainty and 
property sector instability. However, 
indiscriminate selling is creating 
significant opportunities.

▪	 With the exception of the
advertising and renewable energy 
sectors, our analysts are lowering 
earnings expectations.

▪	 The mortgage boycott situation and 
the new lockdowns are delaying 
recovery. However, we still expect 
recovery over the next 12 months. 

▪ EU and UK households will
struggle this winter, but worst-case
scenarios should be avoided
thanks to excess savings and
fiscal support.

▪ How fiscal support is articulated is
critical, however, with UK episode
leading to a flight out of equities
on macroeconomic concerns.

▪ Volatility in DM equities is likely
to remain high unless and until
confidence in policymaking is
regained.

▪	 A time to be defensive - US HY is
not yet pricing in recession risks.
We prefer IG, which offers better
quality and valuations.

▪	 Risk of a hard landing makes
US duration relatively attractive,
although the Fed pivot has been
pushed well into 2023.

▪	 The extreme hawkishness of
central banks makes breakevens
unattractive for now, although
we do see long-term value in US
breakevens.

▪	 Our short term view on China rates 
is neutral - PBOC easing is limited 
from diverging too far from DM 
central banks. We have a long-term
underweight to China rates on 
expectation of economic recovery.

▪	 Cautious on credit given policy
uncertainty, the stilted recovery 
and continued woes of the 
property sector. The market is 
betting on improvement in policy 
implementation after the Party 
Congress, but our analyst is less 
optimistic.

▪	 EU duration is attractive – given the 
challenging outlook for Europe, we 
believe the market is pricing in an 
excessive level of ECB hikes. This 
means core ECB debt should find 
support and offer some protection.

▪	 However, we would urge caution on
periphery debt at this stage given 
diminishing central bank support 
and greater political uncertainty.

▪	 Disruption to UK fixed income
markets from the “mini-budget” offers
potential value in sterling credit. 
Cautious on volatility in sterling rates.

▪ Underlying credit metrics remain
robust as we head into a
downturn. Exposure to CCC-rated
credits as a percentage of the
index remains moderate.

▪ Floating rate instruments offer a
form of protection against rising
rates and widening spreads.
They provide consistent income
generation, while leveraged
loans provide structural
protection given their senior
position in the capital structure.

▪ The zero-Covid policies continue
to have an impact on global
supply chains, therefore we are
looking for signals of supply chain
challenges easing as China starts
to open up.

▪	 Loan markets continue to exhibit 
lower volatility than other risk assets 
due to floating rate nature and 
seniority in capital structure.

▪	 Security selection remains of
paramount importance. Prefer higher 
quality, strong balance sheets in 
defensive sectors.

▪	 Focus on refinancing risk as the 2024
maturity wall approaches.

▪	 Attractive new deployment opportunities 
at lower leverage levels, stronger 
security and better pricing.

▪	 High inflation and falling growth 
has not been good for real estate
historically.

▪	 Asset selection and adding value 
through asset management will 
be much more critical drivers of 
performance this cycle compared to 
the last. 

▪	 We have already seen pricing shift 
by 40-50bps at a market level, and 
we expect to see a similar yield 
shift by the end of Q4, as more 
investment activity provides evidence 
for where valuations truly lie.

▪ Even though “green” offices may
command higher rents, such are
the savings to be made on energy
bills compared to older buildings,
occupiers may still find them to be
the cheaper option.

▪ With occupancy costs rising
rapidly, we expect there to be
more pressure among occupiers
to rationalise their portfolios.

▪ Focus is on supply constrained
markets where rental values look
more resilient.

Key themes and their investment implications for Q4 2022



Important Information

This document is issued by FIL Responsible Entity (Australia) Limited ABN 33 148 059 009, AFSL No. 409340 (“Fidelity Australia”). Fidelity Australia is a member of the FIL Limited group of 
companies commonly known as Fidelity International. This document is intended for use by advisers and wholesale investors only. Prior to making an investment decision, retail 
investors should seek advice from their financial adviser. This document has been prepared without taking into account any person’s objectives, financial situation or needs. Please 
remember past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. Investors should obtain and consider the Product Disclosure Statements ("PDS") for any Fidelity Australia product 
mentioned in this document before making any decision about whether to acquire the product. The PDS is available at www.fidelity.com.au or can be obtained by contacting Fidelity Australia 
on 1800 119 270. The Target Market Determination (“TMD”) for Fidelity Australia product(s) is available at www.fidelity.com.au. 

This document has not been specifically produced for an Australian audience and may include general commentary on global market activity, sector trends or other broad-based economic or 
political conditions that should not be taken as investment advice. It may also contain statements that are "forward-looking statements", which are based on certain assumptions of future 
events. Actual events may differ from those assumed. There can be no assurance that forward-looking statements, including any projected returns, will materialise or that actual market 
conditions and/or performance results will not be materially different or worse than those presented. 

This document is intended as general information only. Investors should note that the views expressed may no longer be current and may have already been acted upon by Fidelity Australia. 
Information stated herein about specific securities is subject to change. Any reference to specific securities should not be construed as a recommendation to buy, sell or hold these securities, 
but is included for the purposes of illustration only. While the information contained in this document has been prepared with reasonable care, to the maximum extent permitted by law, no 
responsibility or liability is accepted for any errors or omissions or misstatements however caused. The document may not be reproduced or transmitted without prior written permission of 
Fidelity Australia. The issuer of Fidelity's funds is FIL Responsible Entity (Australia) Limited ABN 33 148 059 009. Details of Fidelity Australia’s provision of financial services to retail clients are 
set out in our Financial Services Guide, a copy of which can be downloaded from our website.  

© 2022 FIL Responsible Entity (Australia) Limited. Fidelity, Fidelity International and the Fidelity International logo and F symbol are trademarks of FIL Limited




